
Dreaming of Innovation 
 
As SpeedDream Team moves into the next stage of their 
quest to build the fastest offshore monohull in partnership 
with Russian hi-tech giant Yandex they invite offshore 
sailors, designers and sponsors to explore the new future of 
ocean racing. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Vlad Murnikov, Project leader and Designer: 
 
The first step in this process was to design, build and test a 27-foot prototype in 
order to learn how our ideas work in reality. This boat is now on water and initial 
sea trails demonstrated that the concept in general and its key elements –flying 
keel, wave-piercing bow, slender hull, etc. - all work as designed.   
 
In parallel, we have also developed a conceptual new single-handed dinghy 
called mxNext – it now goes through testing and optimization as well.  Working 
on this boat has helped us further refine the hull design in cost-effective way and 
will ultimately bring innovative SpeedDream ideas to mainstream sailing when 
mxNext goes into production later this year. Eventually, the feedback from 
sailors around the world sailing this boat, will help further optimize the 
SpeedDream concept.  
 
We see this as a fabulous win-win situation leading to steady progress.     
 

	  



Meanwhile we have already started working on a larger 50-ft SpeedDream 
Stage-II prototype, an ocean going speedboat to test our concept in true 
offshore conditions.  
 
Starting on this new project we have decided it would be interesting to move 
forward from a well-established benchmark and see what kind of improvements 
our concept could deliver. Class 40 boats are popular, fast and reasonably priced. 
What if we start with the same power as a Class 40 – the same sail area of 115 
square meters and the same righting moment, then discard the rest of the Class’ 
box rule and try to create a much faster boat?  
Read more… 
 
 
 
Continued… 
Results of preliminary design came very encouraging. 
By applying the SpeedDream signature slender hull, wave piercing bow and 
flying keel features, we ended up with much lighter and narrower 50-footer. We 
call the new concept Innovation 115, referring to the sail area.   
(See comparison rendering of Class 40 and Innovation 115 boats below.)  
 
It is easy to see that this new boat will be more seaworthy, easily driven and less 
taxing on its crew than a typical Class 40 yacht – and it will be significantly 
faster.   
How much faster?  
Preliminarily performance calculations demonstrate that Innovation 115 
performance will be 20-25% higher than Class 40 - perhaps even more (which 
interestingly, will bring it into IMOCA territory!).  
And that’s not a limit.  
For now we are developing a fairly conservative model with safety and 
seaworthiness as our prime objectives. Naturally, as we are learning more about 
new concept’s possibilities, we could gradually explore more extreme models 
with higher speed potential.  
 
High performance comes at a price, and we estimate Innovation 115 to be at 
least 50-70% more expensive than a Class 40 boat. But this still will be only a 
quarter of a modern IMOCA 60 price, while delivering comparable performance. 
It seems that the Innovation 115 Class, which we hope to develop in the future 
could bridge the gap between inexpensive Class 40 and high performance 
IMOCA 60 delivering speed close to the later at a price closer to the former. If 
we are correct in our assessment, this new boat could provide an interesting 
opportunity for offshore sailors and sponsors, making ocean racing more exciting 
while keeping the costs in check.  
 



We invite everyone interested in joining us in developing such a novel concept to 
contact and join us.  With several teams working together we could share 
research and development expenses, do more thorough testing, benefit from 
everybody’s feedback and quickly develop this idea into a new exciting offshore 
class.  
 
Initially we envision Innovation 115 as One Design in order to reduce 
development costs, but our ultimate goal is to establish a truly open class based 
on limiting boat power (sail area) and not her performance (length) as it was the 
norm before. This would allow designers to find creative and innovative ways of 
maximizing performance within given power limitations, lead to creation of new 
faster and safer boats and eventually would benefit the whole sport of offshore 
racing and record-setting.  
 
For more information contact Vlad Murnikov at vmurnikov@verizon.com. 
 

	  


